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SEVENTY-ONE PERCENT OF VA VOTERS SUPPORT SMOKE-FREE WORKPLACES
Delegates Callahan, A. Howell, Morgan and Oder fg@mator Bell in introducing bills to
strengthen Virginia's current smoke free law.

RICHMOND, VA (January 16, 2007) — A poll released today finds that voters fromoaer
Virginia overwhelmingly support a law making all vkplaces and public places in the state
smoke-free.

By a 71 percent majority, Virginia voters favoraavl prohibiting smoking inside all workplaces,
offices, bars and restaurants. This support cdroesa broad-based coalition of voters,
including both men and women, young and old, asalneg in all areas of the Commonwealth.
Support for a smoke-free Virginia also cuts acqsy lines, including support from 78 percent
of Democrats, 69 percent of independents and G&peof Republicans.

“Consistent with polls nationwide, an overwhelmmgjority of Virginia's voters want to protect
children, families, and workers in public placesnfrnoxious secondhand smoke,” said Larry
Harris of Mason-Dixon Polling Research. “Votersnwvthe legislature to act now to ban
smoking in public places, including restaurants bai.”

The survey of 625 Virginia voters was releasedydunaVirginians for a Healthy Future, a
coalition lead by the American Heart Associatidre American Cancer Society, the American
Lung Association of Virginia and the Campaign fab&cco-Free Kids. “Voters recognize that
exposure to secondhand smoke is a serious healtindyand this poll makes it clear that
Virginia is ready for a strong law that protects tight of all workers and the public to breathe
clean air," said Cathleen Smith Grzesiek, direot@dvocacy for the American Heart
Association and chair of Virginians for a Healthytie.

In addition to the support for a smoke-free workpléaw, other findings of the survey include:
Voters recognize that exposure to secondhand simakbealth issueMore than eight

out of ten Virginia voters (84 percent) believettegposure to secondhand smoke is a
serious (63 percent) or moderate (21 percent)théaltard.

Voters place priority on the right of customers amatkers to breathe clean air in
restaurants and bar&ighty-five percent of voters agree that all werkin Virginia
should be protected from exposure to secondhanédesmdhe workplace, including 68
percent of voters whstronglyagree. Even 70 percent of smokers agree thatbaklers
should be protected from secondhand smoke in thikeplaze.
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Smoke-Free WorkplaceqCont.)

Voters are more likely to back a candidate who suigspa smoke-free law.The survey
shows that increased support for a candidate wppasts a smoke-free law outweighs
opposition to such a candidate by more than a bware margin. While 50 percent of
voters said they would bmore likelyto support a candidate who supports smoke-free
workplaces, just 23 percent said they would beliksl/ to do so. About one quarter of
voters (27 percent) were unsure or noted thatahdidate’s position would not impact
their vote.

Delegate Vincent Callahan (R — Fairfax ), Delegdtge Howell (D — Norfolk), Delegate
Harvey Morgan (R — Gloucester) and Delegate Gledar@R — Newport News) have joined
Senator Brandon Bell (R — Roanoke County) in inikddg comprehensive smoke-free air
legislation during the 2007 session.

o Senator Bell: “It has been over 16 years since the General Asgeaninded the Clean
Indoor Air Act. The Commonwealth needs a more cahensive and effective law for
the health of our citizens, and I'm pleased toobeed in this effort by my colleagues in
the House. | was the lone voice last year. Thenermum is building, which is evident
in the sheer number of bills introduced in 2007.”

o Delegate Morgan "The U.S. Surgeon General released a reporpdsssummer which
should end the debate. The science is clear. nBband smoke is not an annoyance. It
is a serious health hazard responsible for deatldmease, and there is no safe level of
exposure."

o0 Delegate Callahan:"The time has come for all Virginians to accep kbss obvious
realities of smoking. Every household in Virgimsgpaying 576 dollars in taxes from
smoking-caused government expenditures.”

o Delegate A. Howell:"My colleagues need to join the 85% of Virginiahat believe all
workers need to be protected from secondhand smibkeabsolutely unacceptable for
any Virginian to be exposed to the dangers of s#éitand smoke in the workplace.”

The facts are also clear that businesses havengdibifear from a smoke-free law. There is
overwhelming evidence from smoke-free states atielsciround the country that smoke-free
laws protect health without harming business. esW.S. Surgeon General concluded in the
June 2006 report on secondhand smoke, “Evidence fieer-reviewed studies shows that
smoke-free policies and regulations do not havaduerse impact on the hospitality industry.”

Sixteen states, Washington, DC and Puerto Rico passed smoke-free laws that include
restaurants and bars. The states are Arizonao@alf Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware,
Hawaii, Maine, Massachusetts, Montana, New Jeifdew; York, Ohio, Rhode Island, Utah,
Vermont and Washington. Four other states — Flpfakho, Louisiana and Nevada — have
smoke-free laws that exempt only stand-alone bidtsidreds of cities and entire countries have
also taken action.

To download copies of the press kit, including pe8ults, visit http://lungusa.org/virginia

Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc. conducted 625 tedephinterviews among a random sample of registered
voters in Virginia between November 13 and November 14, 20@6$ survey. The margin of error for the sample
as a whole is plus or minus 4 percentage points at%b& I@vel of confidence. For sub-groups of the population,
the margin of error is higher.
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